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Insights That Endure Whe e
The spiritual life The Evelyn Underhill Association
by Dana Greene ¥ P ‘f (ELA) promotes the study of ihe
15 not WHEM. works of Evelyn Undertill and sup-
Eveityn Undarhill died in June 1841, but cuught' one ports research and writing aboul
B0 years ago this year, Her death : 2 hes Ideas, Days of Quiet and Re-
cama when Britain was locked in a gets i ﬂuﬂugh fiection are held, and wa are & re-
battte for its |ife, A year balora Nt ntagi source through ihis newsletier and
death she lefl Kensington, a place coniagion. correspondence. Officers are:
ghe had lived her entire life, for the d Dana Greene, president, Kathleen
—Evelyn Underhil Staudt, vice president; Carole

somewhal safer suburb of Hamp-
stead. || was a confusing tme for
any believer, bul pariculany for the
Christian pacifist, In 1938, Un-
derhill joined a tiny group of English
pacifists, most of wham were mem-
Biars af the heslons peacs chufches,
Ehe took her stand humbly but
resolutely, believing that the pacl-
fist position was & vooational one,
but that & followed from the Chiis-
tian admanition 1o love one's ene-
mies, For 8 woman who was a come-
mitted British patdol, and ané who
witnessed the Bz, pacifism was a
difficult position. Again and again,
she wamed against self-rightsous-
ness for lhe pacifist caysa,

In the year bafore her death, with
ihe bombing of Britein in full op-
eration, she wrota about the "dark
howr of Armageddon® and "the
naed to adhere to God and to help
gthers sleady their lives.” She
urged all Christians to pray for the
gnemy, In letters she wrote aboul
the fulility of "casting out Satan by
Salan,” and she said that in the
midst of suffering and bewilder
menl, one must bry o e in charity
and in hope thal the homor and
destruction might purlfy life, In
"Maditation on Paaca ™ she rafer-
gted the ongmal Chrstian mes-
Sage.

"Christians are bound 1o the be-
lef that ail creaticn is dear to the
Creator, and is the object of His

charishing care, the violent &5 wall
as the pesceful, the dictators as
wall g5 their victims, the Blimps as
wall as the pacifists, the goveme-
mant 45 well as the Opposition, the
ginners a5 wel as he saints. AR are
children of the Etemal Perfect
Some inhabltants of this crowded
nursery ars naughty, some slupid,
some wayward, some am bagin-
ning to get good, God loves, not
marely lolerales, these wayward,
violent, half-grown spirits, and
seeks without ceasing o draw
them Inte His love. Wa, then, am
cabed to rengunce hostle attitudes
and hostile thoughts towands even
our masl di ing fallow sin-
ners; to feel as great a pdy for those
who go wrong as for their vidlims,
to show an equal penersity to the
just and the unjust, This is the only
peace-propaganda which has
creathe quality, and is thersfore
sure of utimate success, All else is
on the surface, more
kkely fo irritate than to heal ®
| write at a lime whan dur Aa-
ticnal tragedy forces one 1o reflec-
ticn on the maaning of the Christian
lifie, Agadn, | am affirmed n my con-
victian that Esetyn Underhill contin-
ues (o provide words of solace and
chalkenge for every Chrslian.

Crumbey, secretary; and Milo Coer-
per, reasurer. Mewslelier ediior s
Lals Sibley.

Membership is open to all and s
free. Donations {0 help defray cosis
gre appreciated and may be send
to: The Evelyn Underndll Associa-
tion, c/a Mila Coerper, 7315
Brookville Rd., Chevy Chase, MD
20815 Changes of address shoukd
be sem 0 Lois Sibley, 2245 Pleas-
ant Ave, Glenside, PA 19033,

Alive and Well
in Cyberspace

Evelyn Underhill is in cyberspace al
www.evelynunderhili.org. Each
monih more than three hundred
people log on to this EUA resource.
Here ong will find aficlas aboul
Evelyn Underhill, Underhill bitdiog-
raphy, and information about the
association and Underhill evanls.
One can purchase books by and
ghout Underh® in the association
booksiora. i you would like & fuller
listing of her works, check ama-
zon.com, which has B7 entries un-
der her name, Surprising as il may
seem, the workiwide web is a major
resource for spiritual seekers
Global interconnectivity makes
Evelyn Underhill accessible in any
part of our word



Discovering
Sorella Maria

by A M. Allchin

Arhing one Salurday sftemoon in
Septermbar of the Community of
Bose in North italy, an ecumenical
manastic community, | was sur-
prised o find mysell zlking n &
rapid, Insistent way aboul Evelyn
Undearhill o the monk who was wal-
coming ma. My host was puzzied
since, though he spoke excellent
English, he had cleardy never heard
of Evelyn Underhill and was anx-
inus o explain all kinds of praciical
things dike the ayor of Be oonmmu-
nity buildings, and lo show me
wier | would be staying. | pulled
mysell up short, saying, “We can
talk about Evelyn Underill some
other ime,” and began to listen o
what the brother had to tell me,
Sellbng into the room that was (o
be ming and having some lime be-
fore the evening office, | was
emused at my vehement desire to
enquire about Evelyn Underhill, |
knew of course why | wanted to
speak aboul her, § was because |
felt there musi be someons here
wha coukd help me o find out who
thia Sarefia Mana was, the Frances-
can sister whom Evelyn had met in
the hills near Assisi in 1825; it was
avident thal she had impressed
Evalyn in a way thal very few pec-
ple had. | had never been able lo
find anything published about herin
English, eithar in Britain or the
United Sistes, apan from the one

arlicle that Evelyn Underhlll wrote _ .

for The Spectalor in 1829, and the
refarences o her in published led-
&5, But In face of the remarkabbe
end unexpecied devalopments of
e communky's (ife &t Bose, in ne-
atian both 10 Orthodoxy and the
Reformation in the third millen-
mum, my vehement concemn aboul
Evelyn's visit to the hermitage in
Umbria 70 years ago seamed on
reflaction 1o be pretty manginal

A coupls of hours lalar, afor
Vespers and the evening meal, |
found myseldl sitting with anothar of
the brothers, the onfy member of
the community whom | had met
before when he was in Codord in
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1888, He was explaming o me ine
pattern of the community's worship
during the coming weak.

He continued, "Tussday the fifth
is the commemoration of Sorelfa
Mara di Campealio ” “So is thal,” |
said, "the Sister whom Evelyn Un-
derhill mel in TB257" *Yas" he ré-
pliad, in @ matter of fact way, "she
Is quite an important figure for us,
representing a sirand in Ralian Ca-
tholicism to which we feel greal at-
finity. Her teaching and her vision
are part of our hemage.”

Riccardo began 1o expliain to me
sormathing about this woman who
in the 19208 had founded & Lithe
fres community of sisters in & Fran-
cican hermitage at Campallo. She
wis @ person misunderstood and
under scclesiastical suspicicn for
the grealer pant of her life on ac-
count of the wideness, the simplic-
ity, and the daring of fer views boh
of religious Bfe and of ecumenical
encounier, For about 25 years the
sisters were nol aflowed o have
Mass at ihe hermilage, nor to have
the Blessad Sacrament resaned
there: only from 1950 onwards
could Mass be said regularly n
fheaic Eitle church, Sorslla Mario,
Rwervar, ved on imo the nesd dec-
Bda, dying in her sighties in 1881,
She saw the coming of Pope John
and of the Second Vatical Councl,
One of the first things that the new
pope hod done was to send his
blessing and his approvalic Sorella
Mara and her companions, She
died knowing that the things she
had lived and siruggled for wers not
rajacied by the Church to which she
belonged, and which sha senved
with such devolion.

The acumeniclly and openness
of Mara's commonily were lrou-
bling io the ecclesiastical author-
ties. But there was worse {o come.

First and most Serous was her per-
sonal fmendship with the most no-
torious Cathodie Mademist of the
time, Emeslo Buonaiuti (1881-
1848), who was nod Gnky @xtomemu-
nicated m 1821, bul was declared
witandus in 1928, one whose come-
pany was io be avoided by ihe fadh-
ful The second was her consiani
refance on fhe suppor and Fiend-
ship of an English resident in Siena,
Amy Turton. This 5 (he Miss Turton
to wihom Underhill refers in her let-
iers about her visit to the hermi-
age. Miss Turlon was an Anglican,

it was through Amy Turton that
Evelyn Underhdl was first brought
irt toueh with Mana as early as 1819
or 1820, All three were intimately

" involved In those years in the for

malion of an aimost "secrel” net-
work of friends callad the "Spirftual
Enfenie,” a group joined logether in
prayer for unity, “with no meetings,
no rules”; ks members were (o be
seekers afler the presence of God,
people capable of prayer and loyal
o their own chunch, Here s another
pari of the piciure that needs 1o be
filled in and which in time can per-
haps be given in more detai, For
Evelyn Underhill i was an ex-
tremely important contact at a deck-
shea polint in her [ife,

But if Amy Turlon was a devout
and praciicing Anglo-Catholic, she
was cerainly in no sense & rigid or
narow-minded one. From her first
meating wilh Mana m 1516 she sew
In the younger woman a spirfual
vislon and @ power of leadership
that impressed her greatly. She be-
came herself an admirer and fol-
lower of Mara, sftracted by the
radical newness of her vision of
Franciscan kfe. Bul she was nof
ondy a follower, she was also pre-
pared af times o ke the lead, It
was through Amy Turion that the
communily acquired many con-
tacts in the English-spaaking world
It was through her that Evelyn Un-
derhll was fiast put in towch with
Maria.

Equaiy striking is the fact that
both Sorella Mara and Evelyn Un-
derhill, whom Amy Turton browght
together, should now be publicly
recognized and commemarated in
tha wiership of the Church; Marna in
the calendar of Bose, Underhill in
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the cakendars of the Church of Eng-
land and the Episcopal Church in
the Un#ed States. Nether Evalyn
nar Mzra had been given any offi-
cial posiion in the Church in their
own lifetimes; both have been rec-
ognized since their death as Rgures
of prophetic powar and signifi
cance,

Cerlainly al the human level,
there is much that separates Eve-
lyn Undsrhill from Sorella Mada.
Evélyn with her comfortable
Kensington home, with her atmost
compulshve activity as a writer, with
her pionsaring ministry 85 a rotreat
conducior and 8 spirtusl director in
the last 15 years of her life; Maria,
wilh har small, precarious comimu-
nity of sisters, an historic
placa of Benedictine and Francls-
ean prayer, a placa of inlense natu-
ral beauty but with no regutar drink-
ing water and no aledric light, living
without the Eucharist for many
years and under the disapproval of
the local church. There was indeed
much thal separated them; yet thay
had mei and s8eq in
one anather the reality of thelr com-
mmilmianl 1o the one Chifst and the
gift of the one Spint, They had a
profound sensa of the unity of all
Christians in Chrisi as somathing
alraady given o them. Il seams to
be the starting point from which
they began, From there thay looked
out into the whobe of humanity, Both
wers deeply etiracted towards in-
dia; Evelyn in the years of her col-
laboration with Rabindranaih
Tagore, Maria in her long and faith-
ful comespondance with Gandhi.
Bath in uiffumni ways were desply

their sense of the sacramental
quality of all human relationships
and the whole of crealion. For
those who have long known and
valued the vislon and teaching of
Evelyn Underhill, 1o discover some-
thing more of the life of her Ralian
friend is to find Underhill's own po-
silbon again and to see it n a new

lght.

Charles Williams in has edition of
the letters, and Margarel Cropper
in the: first biegraphy of Evelyn Un-
derhlll, both undedine the mpor-
tance of this Miendship. Although
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Evelyn and Maria met only once, n
the auvtumn of 1825, as Mamarat
Cropper writes, "Like the single
mesting between George Herbert
and Micholas Ferar, this meating
led o & spiftual inlimacy. Years
later, | remembar Evalyn leling me
how she coulkd wrile about her spirl-
tual troubies to Maria and how the
short and leling replies comioried
and sustained her.” The qualdy of
ihose replies can be guessed al
from the word that Mada gave 1o
Evelyn on the occasion of their pne
meeting. Having spoken about Ma-
rin's delicate courtesy, her sereng
and widespreading love, Evelyn
Underhill mentions her profound
sense of ihe pain and need of the
world, and her passionate desirs fo
help . "As we sat in the woods |
asked her to tell ma something of
her conceplion of the spintual kife,
She replied, in wards stalingly ot
variance with the peaceful sur-
rounding, “in formendo @ ravagho
sarvirg | Fafedo”™ (in lorment and
travail io senva tha brethren),

In Dana Greane's study of Eve-
lyn Underhill's unpublished, privete
nolebooks, Fragments From An In-
far Life, the one work that gives us
a direct insight into Undermill's oam
inner developmanl, wa can see
how chosely Maria was associated
wilh Evelyn in prayer al decisive
maments in her life, as for instance
in the aarly 18203 when her public
ministry of refreat conducting and
lecluring was just beginning. In-
desd, in this book Dana Gresne
supgests that Evelyn's decision bo
redum lo adiive membership of the
Church of England In 1820 may
have baen direcily connecied with
her joining the (e prayver feliow-
ship called the Spirtual Entente in
that same year Five ysars before
they mel, it seems clear that the two
women were already intimataty
united in their prayer for one an-
other and for the unity of all human-
ity and all creation in God,

As the days passed at Bose and
a3 | had time 1o penetrate further
inio the writings about Mara, par-
ticularty the collection of lafters and
memaries pul together by Amy Tur-
ton in 1929, | began to e that my
ofiginal thoughts about Evalyn Un-
derhill and her relstionship to

3

Sorefla Mara had not been 50 i
rélevant 1o my stay with the com-
munity after all. Cleardy the vision af
Sorelta Maria has entersd deeply
into ihe |fe and prayar of the Com-
munity of Bosa and has flowered in
ways she woukd not have foresean,
Thal vision, which in her own Hife-
tlime was hiddén in the higs of Lim-
bria, is now the possession ol many
who parhaps have nol héard her
name. Carainly In the community
shé i5 & quisl, humble presence,
nol only through the annual eam-
remoration of her mamory every
Beplamber 5, but in the use of hor
words and thoughts in the reguiar
prayer of the commanity.

This articke frsl appeared in a
longer form in Fairacres Chrenicle,
Winder 2000 SLG Prass, Oxfovd

mow fes in Walkes, Hur:mthnrnf
more tfan 25 books, and a great
admirer of Evelyn Linderhl

Evelyn Underhill
Commemorated

The &0th annivarsary of the death
of Evelyn Underh was commemao-
raled at the Washington National
Cathedral, Juna 18, with a day of

&t Francis of Assisl and the com-
milrsion of sawts.

- Meditations were led by the Rey.
Milo Coerper, priest, lawyer, and
Benadictine oblate; Kalhlaan
Staudt, poal, spiritual direcior, and
teacher; Liz Ward, spirflual diractor
and board member of tha Shalem
Institwte for Spiftual Formation;
Christoper King, consullant in ex-
ecullve coaching; and Emily
Chawning, wriler-in-residence al
Wesley Theological Seminary.

Check the Washington National
Cathedral's webalte for June 2002
Culet Day information, or wite
Spacial Events, Washington Na-
tional Cathedral, Mt Saint Albans,
Washington DC 20016
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Underhill Pilgrimage
Now Set for 2003

Place, like parson, can ignite in us
longing for &8 desper meaning.
Place stimulates memory and
Opns up new paychic lerraim. it
can bolh unite us with the past,
ground us In the present, and
imaginatively diect us [0 8 new
understanding of the fubura.

kn tha spirtual development of
Evelyn Underhill, the place that
transformed her was faly. its naluy-
ral and created beauty brought her
io & desper understanding of God's
mystery, She wrote of "entering H-
aly” of the nead of "a type of mind
1o go thens to find tsed " She
of aly as being “medicinal® io the
soul. AS & young woman, she -
corded her mary inips to Florence,
Siena, Assisi, Corona, Perugla.
These reflections were published
posirumously gs The Shrines and
Cifies of France and Haily.

Il is these reflections thal have
become the base for ihe Evelyn
Undarhill pilgimage o ftely and
England, & journay tracing her spir-
fual awakening and her dedication
to service of her feliow Christians,

This pilgrimage, organized by
PFilgrim's Guide, Donna Osthaus,
will for the third lims sat oul on this
exraondinary journey, accompa-
nied by the Rev. Lindsey Spend-
love, assistant warden of the
Pleshay Retreal House,

A% in the 1868 and 2000 pilgrim-
ages, parlicipants will visd sites in
Tuscany and Urmbria, London and
the retreat house at Pleshey, Dates
are now set for June 2003 For
furthesr information contact the Pil-
grim's Guide, pilgrimsificiark.net or
T03.644 18086, 7481 Huntimgion
Bhvd.. #1035, Sprngfield, VA 22153,
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The Contemplative
Life and Society

Although Evelyn Underhifl i5 prob-
ably best known in the United
ESiates, effords have been made in
other pars of the English-speaking
wond, espedcially in England and
Australiz, 1o bring her §fe and work
o notice,

Most recently, Regls College,
University of Toronto, Canada,
hosled a day-long symposam on
Linderhill on tha B0th anniversary of
her death in June 2001,

The symposium was organized
by the Rev. Gerald Loweth and
jointly sponsared by St. Clement's
Anglican Church, Blessed Sacra-
manl Cathalic Church, Regls Col
lage, and the EUA,

The Rev, Loweih introduced
Underhill’s life and threa papers
were presanted, Michael Stoeber,
essociale professor of spirftuality ot
Regis College, gave a papar on
“Evelyn Underhill on Magic, Sacra-
ment, and Spifiual Transforma-
tion,” which is forthcoming in Wor-
ship, 2002 Stephanie Ford, assls-
tant professor of Christian spiniual-
ity at the Earham School of Rafig-
ion, explored Underhill's pacifism;
and Dana Greans, dean and CEQ
of Oxford College of Emary Linkver-
sity, examined the slemenis shap-
Ing Uinderhiff's spiritual fife.

- Tapes from the Symposium can
be securad from iha Rev. Geraid
Loweth, T8 Powall St., Richmond
Hill, ONT LAC 454, CANADA,
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New and Noteworthy

Evetyn Underhill is remembered in
an uppar chapal in Canerbury
Calhedral, England, and she now
hes o place op the facade of the
Guilford Cathedral aiso, Half-stal-
utes honoring modem spirileal
gieides aro in miches on one face of
that cathedral. There, Evelyn Lin-
derhill has her nghiful place smong
other Anglican worlhies,

The Ewvehln Undechill loclure on
Christian spintuality was given by
Joann Walski Conn at Boston Caol-
lege in June. The laciure is spon-
sorad by the Instiule of Redgkous
Education and Pastoral Ministry ai
the college.

Tha Sous Delight: Selected -
ings of Evelyn Undernill, edited by
Keilh Beasiey-Topliffe has been
published by The Upper Rioom.

Articles about Evelyn Undahill can
be found on the websites of Spirifu-
ality Today [(www . spirituaiityto-
day.org) and Christian Cantfury
(www_christiancentury org). See
Grace Brame's "Evelyn Undedhil
and the Mastery of Teme” (Winter
1980, Spirtualily Today), Dana
Greena's “Adhering to God: The
Measage of Evelyn Underhill for
Owr Times™ (Spring 1087, Spinfual-
ityToday), Grace Brame's "Con-
tinukmg Incamation: Evelyn Lin-
derhill's Double Thread of Spiritual-
ity* (October 1900, Christian Can-
fury), and Robert Gall Woods's
"The Fulure We Shan1 See: Evelymn
Underhill's Pacifsr”™ (May 1878

Christian Cerdury).

For those interesied in Undemhill
manuscripl matedaks In the King's
College London Archives, see
www kol ac uk.

Anicon of Evelyn Underhill may be
seen in the Oclober ssue of Epis-
copal Life, pp. 20-21. The icon was
wrillen by Suzanne Schiack and Is
part of an 18-artist icon exhibd from
the Episcopal Church and Visual
Arls (ECVA). Susan vonMedicus
sarved as curalor, For more go o
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