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*Tha final test of holiness is
nol seeming very different
from cther paopie, bul baing
used o make olher
very different; becoming the
parent of new bife.”

—Ewvelyn Linderhl

Underhifi's life was dedicated to
helping each person shape a life of
holiness, of adoration of God forthe
sake of the world,

This year, our annual Quiet Day,
held on the grounds of the Wash-
ington Mational Cathedral, 100k up
this theme, “Shaping a Faithful
Life.” Through discussion, presen-
tations, reflection, and prayer, par-
ticipants explored how Undaerhill

others crafl a disciplined
and aflentive ife, and the sources

shop on the iife of Underhlll was
offered for beginners, and an expe-
reence of prayer-walking was avail-
abde.

The new Cenler for Prayer and
Pilgrimage in lhe cethedral was
open to participants for contfempla-
tive prayer, and the Eucharist was
offered in the center's beautiful
Resumaction Chapel.

The Annual Qubel Day I8 spon-

gored jointly by lhe Eﬂlynl...lnv
derhill Association

Announcing...

June 13, 1988
Our 8th Annual Quiet Day|

To be held at
the Mational Cathedral
Washington, DG

Mark your calendar now and
plan to be with us on June 13.

Our Purpose

The Evelyn Underhil Association,
promotes the study of the works of
Evelyn Underhill and supports re-
saarch and writing aboul her ideas,
Days of Cuiet and Reflection are
held, and the association is a ne-
SOUrce trm-qn a newslefter and

correspondenca

Association officers are; Dana
Greene, president; Grace Brame,
vice president; Kathleen Staudt,
second vice president; Carole
Crurndey, secretary, Milo Coarpar,
treasurer; and Loks Sibley, newslel-
ler editor,

Membership is open to all and is
free, although donations to help de-
fray costs are spprecisted and may
be seni 1o: The Evelyn Underhill
Associalion, c/o Milo Cosrper,
7315 Brookville Rd., Chewy Chasa,
MD 20815,

“Maly, the holy land of Europe,
the only place left, | suppose, that
is really medicinal fo the
soul... Thers is a type of mind
which musi go there 1o find Asel.”
Ewvelyn Underhill wrote after one of
her many trips to Haly. The Dioce-
san House of Retreal al Pleshey,
which she loved and where sha
gavae many refreats, still houses
Undermill's Madonna and Child by
Cronatefio, and a print from Assisi of
Glofta's St. Francis.

John Howden, the cument war-

den of Pleshey, says thal Underhill,
with her Increasing sense of the
Divine presence in ordinary life,
braught the soul's medicine of laly
o Pleshey.
In the summer of 1888, a study
group will travel 1o the laly thal
Underhill loved and wrole abouf n
her reflections, Shvines and Cifies
of Raly and France, Uising Florence
B85 & bass, and traveling o Siena,
Arezzo, Borgo, San Sepulcro, Cor-
tona, and Assisi as well, the group
will visit the churches, monasisnes,
and events (the medieval coiebr.
tion of the feast day of John the
Baptisl) thel brought Underhill to
what she called a "gradual uncon-
scious growing inlo &Bn under-
standing of things.*

Traveling on 1o London, the
group will iay in @ smatl Vicioran
hoted & few minutes’ walk from Un-
derhil's Campden Hill Square
home. Here in Kensinglon, Un-
darhill siendad unhersity classes
ot King's College, astablished har
mamied life, cared for har parents,
worshiped in the convent of Maria



Assumpla in Kensington Squane,
visiled the poor on Nofting Hill
Foad, and wrote her many anticles,
refreat addresses, and books.
Finally, the group will travel io
the Dlocesan House of Retreal ai
, Plashey, near Cheimsiord, for a
{hrea-day stay, Including a quiel
day and & walking tour of the coun-
tryside sumounding this medieval
moated village.
Dana Greene, president of the
E;tljn Underhill Assogiation
3.), and author of Evelyn Un-
derhili: Arfist of the Infindte Life
{Crossroad), and Fragments from
an innar Life (Morehousa), will ac-
company the group, providing
readings and fimes of reflection.
The dales are June 18-July 3,
1688. The $2.585 fee includes
lodging, many meaks, all ranspor-
lation in italy and England; or,
£3,295 with air transporation from
Washington, Dulles Airport. A de-
posit of 200 is due with reglstra-
tion (refundable wntil March 1,
1808).
For a full desorplion, conlact
The Piigrim's Guide, Donna Os-
thaus, 7481 Huntsman Bhad,, Sulle
#1085, Sprinpheld, VA 22153, Ph
TO3/B44-18968, FAX: TO3/644-
0738,
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A Taste of Heaven

by Don Rodgers

We had just completad packing the
car in preparation for an early
moming departure for a two-week
vacation. When moming came and
| awoke, | found mysell reliving &
dream that surpassed in clarity,
meaning, And emotional Impact
anything | had ever axperanced,
As | slept, | was transpornted info the
company of all the saints, and &k
though | experienced no dired con-
lacl with any specific individual, |
had the distinct fealing thal | was in

fruth and reality 1o the Chnstian
slory--among tham Evelyn Un-
darhi¥l, To be in such company was
sheer ecstasy. [ remember feeling
that | wanted nothing but 10 enjoy
my association with these greats
and to bask in the unbelievable joy
of this association. All too soon, it
was over and | was awake with a
memory that | hopa will never fade.

As | miived my expernence, |
thought of Paul's experience of be-
ing caught up into the thim heaven
and his description of death as
dropping the tent of clay, to be
clothed in a garment of etemal life.
I wondensd about the nature of ex-
stence withoul a physical body,
abaut (he nature of devalopmant of
growth in & nonphysical, nonmate-
rial sefting; and | recognized that
over time | had allowed the greal
thoughts and words of the Sairs o
obscure what Evelyn Underhill re-
fers 1o 85 "suggestion,” which cre-
aies sensitivily 1o the things of the
Spifl thal prompt contempiation,
befef, faith, and Christian practice.
| realized thal such “suggestion”
was planted in my thought by rmy
mother, grandmather, and eary
church school teachers. Surely, |
had recaived a glimpse of life unen-
cumbered by a physical body, and,
| must use that experience to help
me understand more completely
the life | now Bve, and the nature of
the next phase of my joumey.

It was as if | had been presanted
with a dus! screen on which my
tolal existence was depicied; on

one screen | saw my [ife as i is lved
in ime and space on planel earth;
on the other, | saw ife in the com-
plflj':lfll-llhﬂ-&ﬂ'lll hmpn:::
bayond the physical axistence
| as the life of today.
Wilth this pictura bafore ma, | Saw
my sarthly axdstance as & hwo-di-
mensional life, whal Evelyn Un-
derhill has describad as an &me
phibious existence. On one level |
WEs moving and acting, seeng,
haaring, lasting, smeliing. on an-
other, | was feeling, desiring, hop-
ing, wanting, aspiring, tiking, diskk-
ing, loving, haling. And  seamed
clear that as long as my body con-
tinuad 1o perform the funclions |
expectad of i, this iwo-dimensional
Iife would continue. Bui, when the
body no longer responds to my
rmind and will, and fnally ceasas lo
respond all together, ail of those
bodily funciions will cease, and the
body will decay and be absorbed
into the sarth. At this poinl, | could
emdsion seeing mysel! as | really
gm: fealings, desires, hopes,
wanls, aspiralion, likes, dislikes,
loves, hates —and these affec-
tions transcend the limitations of
| existence! Whal, then,

countered is, | concluded, the con-
siallation of affections unigue 1o
that indivdual &nd the lowe of God
imegrates and focuses these affec-
tions to mold sach Individual into
the etemal fhat were Gre-
pied 1o be. God offers himsell as
the source from which our affec-
fions spring and in this ofering jons
himself intimately with each hurman
soul. How rapidly we progress io-
ward God's imention for us, and
how nearly we approach that per-
fection depends upon the intensity
of our dasire and commimant to
fulfill God's will and plan for us

Don Rodgers imvites readers fo
send their reactions 1o him at 7501
Bhad, B 413, Bethesds,

MD 20817, Ph: 301/480-8073
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The Three Faces of
Evelyn Underhill

by Todd E. Johnson

Evelyn Underhill's e often has
been described as having two dis-
tinct halves: the years before her
tutelage under Baron von Higel
and the years following his influ-
ence, Undemill describes hersall
a5 a "white-hot neoptaionisi™ in
these early years, She claimed her
penchants for monksm and platonic
dualism were overcome by a good
dose of orthodoxy dispensed by the
baron, as well as her scceptance of
his philosophical framework known
as Crifical Realism, which argued
for a limited duality betwesan natura
and supemature, For von Higel,
the bridge between humanity and
God was the incamate Christ.
There have been those who
have chalienged this nlerpratation
of Underhill's life and thought, most
notably Susan Smalley and Termy
Tastard. From their perspeclive,
von Higel's influence was short-
lived and Underhill quickly re-

beyond the influence of van Hibgel
and vunderscores the relevancs of
her thought for todey. Undadhill's
early works were influenced by an
optimistic and evolutiohary par-

date for her the reafty of human
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sinfuiness evident in Workd War |,
and the pain of the loss of her best
friend, Ethel Ross Baker, Her the-
ology in shambles, she tumed 10
von Higel for hadp.

Undedl's lme spant under von
Hilgel's direction exposed her to a
more Christocentric theology. as
well a5 & move sacramantal piety.
Slill, the maln shift in Underhil’s
thought at this time was the under-
standing that one's relationship
with God was nof primanty & human
ascent to the divine but God's gra-
cious condescension 1o humanity,
After tha baron's death in 1825,
Underhill set out to distil his
thought into & phéosophy of relig-
jon, The resull was her book Man
and the Supsmatural.

The third phase of Undeill's
thought began in 1930 with her és-
say “God and Spirt* and the vol
ume thal folowed, The Golden Sa-
quence. In her disseration, Grace
Brame raised the guastion of wiy
Linderhill would sssantially nonwmo
Man and the Supematural from
the perspective of tha Holy Spirt?
The reason becomes ewvidenl
through a careful read of Un-
derhill's #fe in the iatter haif of the
19203, In these years Underhill
was laken by the work of Alred
Morth Whitehead and his “Process
Theology.” Underhill Ekowise was
becoming more familiar with the
Eastem Orthodox tradilion and is
amphasis on the Holy Gpiril. Like
the wise steward who biings oul
both the old and the new, Undaril
combined the ancient Orthodox
emphasis on the Spirt with Critical
Resism and Process Theology 1o
estebiish 8 theology Dased on the
continuing incamation of the Spirll,
instead of the one time incamation

humanity--the missing piece n
Man and the Supsrnatural.

tightty Into the fabric of the spirtual
kife. In fact, In Underill's most lucid

distilation of her thought in her later
years, The Spiritual Life, there is
hardly & mention of Cheist; i is the
Spirlt that dominates the work.
Evelyn Underhill moved through
three distincd phases in her life and
thought. The result was that her
wodk at the end of her e reflected
the mind of a woman years ahaad

mone gt home in our ajpa than har
wn, Underhill's work conlinues o
spask fo new goenerations of those

been silent for 50 many years in the
Westem traditions, and | would
add, bacausa the voice with which
she spoke was an echo of the voice
of the Spirit she S0 courageoushy
foBowed.

Todd E. Johnson is Assistant
Professor of Pastoral Studies &t

Loyoia University, Chicago,
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News and Notes:

Ann Loades has publshed
Evelyn Underhil as parl of the
Fount Chrstian Thinkers Sares.
Londan: Founl, 1597

Annica Callahan, RSCJ, has
published Evelyn Underhill: Spirifu-
ality for Daily Living with Unhversity
Press of Amerce. EUA associabes
may buy copies al @ 30 percent
discount from the suthor ($47.50
U.5.) at Regis College, 15 S1. Mary
Street, Toronlo, Ontario, CANADA,
MY ZRS.

In 1888 the University of Nolre
Dame Proass will issus Dana
Greens's Evelyn Underhill: Arfist
of the infinite Life in paperback.

John C. Kimball will use Un-
derhill's The Gokken Seguence as
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e leads a Quiel Day for the Daugh-
ters of the King on All Saints’ Day,
Movember 1, af 8L John's Episco-
pal Church, Nomistown, Pennsyl
VEnA.

The Evelyn Underhill Associa-
tion was presant at*the Episcopal
General Convention in Philadel-
phia in July when a special comen-
tion issue of The Evelyn Underhill
Newsiefier was ghven out &t the
convention. Aboul thirty-five pec-
ple signed up as interested in re-
ceiving fulure issues,

Grace Adolphsen Brame re-
cepily published “The Exiracrdi-
nary Within the Ondinary: The Life
and Message of Evelyn Underhill™
in Faminist Violces in Spirifuaily:
Studies in Women and Raligion,
Vol 38, edited by Piame Hegy, Le-
wigtan, NY, Edwin Mellen Press,
1908, pp. 101-124.
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

il lso the 125th annbwar-
sary of Evelyn Underhill's birth
Those who have

thei commilmean! should write:
Spintual Entente, 1208 Tulane Dr.,
Alexandria, VA 22307,
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